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THE CAVES ALONG THE DELAWARE. THE TEMPORARY EESIDEWCES OF THE FIRST SETTLERS OF PHILADELPHIA. 
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** That was jast like you would have done, 

my dear Aunt Kachel,” exclaimed Isabella 
“ Well,” continued Mra. Pemberton, not 
dixpleased with the compliment from her 
faverite of the two girls, “‘ when she rose 
from her knees, and was going to seek for 
other food, her cat darted into the cave with 
a fine large rabbit which it had caught. And 
thus our Heavenly Father anewered her 
amble petition, and gave her a lesson which 
For when, in after days, 
and wealthy, she 
and engraved as you 
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herland, when the sad sews comes,” 


It reminds me of my own dream—one 
that I have dreamed twice, once in Ragland, 
end agsin nearly two years ia Lapcas 
ter,” resumed André, with « of nad 
pees in his tones, and « am leok in his 
dark eyes, ‘It was a very vivid dream, and | 
| awakened on both vceasions ey 
| sorrowful, And yet there was nothing very 
sorrowful in it, I thought I was riding 
| alone, along « coun road. At length | 

came to a gentle declivity, at the foot of 
| which seemed to flow a little stream. The 
landscape was beautiful and quite pecaliar, 
| and I should know it at once if I ever really 
saw such a scene, On one side of the 

ruad, a little distance from it, towered a 
| majestic tree. At the north, they call them 

Whitewood; you call them Tulip Poplars 

Bat this was immense, ite trunk | should 

think pearly thirty feet around; and its 
boughs the size of ordinary trees. But the 
| great peculiarity of the tree was its gnarled 
| and fantastic branches, which twis 
| im places almost to the earth, and then rose 
again. While | was gazing at it, a soldier 
im Mritieh uniform suddenly stepped out 
| from the side of the road, presented his 
muaket at my breast, and 
the sound, on both vocasiona, Lawoke. If I 
and hear that 





| ever see that that 
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Andre leaned his head upon hishand. He | 


evidently had been deeply impressed by the 
| prophetic vision, as he deemed it. Helen 
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** Come now, Andre,” cried Pemberton in 
| a cheery voice, *‘ you are giving us all the 
ble of two 
great tree 


ing about in some old Nourse 

fable; and the soldier was Death, who is cer 
tain to start out even from under the very 
fant and twisted branches of the tree of 

| life, and ory * Halt’ to all of us —and this is 
most r bot planation, and does 
credit to your involuntary powers of fancy 





ter and invention, making me think you even 





tlood would be spattered red on the horses 
bridles and bhouwsings, and that very house 
itaelf be filed with the wounded and the 
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** He did” said Helen, her face glowing 
with her interest in the sul)jeot. 

“Yea, 1 believe that ts so,” reaponded 

** Bat | aleo remember how another 
very eloquent minister, the Kev Morgan 
Edwards, — 

“He w not «a Friend,” interrupted bie 
mother, “be is a bireling minister, lt is « 
diferent case entirely | 

* Bat, mother, let me on, said Arthar 

. © Leduait that he is not a Friend 
but he was always considered « very worthy, 
cugscten Gees, end sincere man Rev 
Morgen Edwants wes persuaded that he bad 
reestved « warning from above «hind of 
mother — thal be was about 
cortam dey, at a certain 
it that he announced 
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more of s poet and artist than | thought 
you before, Or, if you will have the dream 
more literally fulfilled -here is our adven- 
tare of to-day, with trees enough, and 
soldiers wearing lirt 
erying ‘balt into the bargain. Your dream 
came tovlay as pear en acourate fulfillment 
as dreams are .- to come, | fancy.” 

Helen « face brightened. *‘' Yea, Mr. An 
dre, Mr. Pemberton has explained all in the 
most satisfactory manner, Why, Arthar, 
you are a second Daniel; and here is a kiss 
for your reward” -tossing him one of those 
sweet little compositions, so appropriately 
named, out of the cake basket. 

** 1 ehall try to think eo, at least,” said An- 
dre, rousing himeelf to gayety, as with an 
effort, ‘for such forebodings are not in 
spiriting to a soldier, And, apropos to ail 
this, would you not, ladies, like to visit the 
femous witeh, oconjurer, sorceress, astrolo- 


. and fortane-teller, Madame Damont, | 


significant words, Let us all go.” 
** Bappose we do,” said Pemberton. 
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| planets were in any 
}at hie birth; ——- 
| bound in duty ge to be, i 
the entrance man into 
ancestors bad’ sat at Florence 
proudest nobles of the land. Bat 
the ducets had contracted a 
oat of the family purse 
Hemen were too fond of fine 
wine, perhaps the ladies 
splendor in the wardrobe than oat 
in the kitehen. ee em ny 
something to do with the change of the 
family dwelling from Florence to Pisa. I 
was no emall relief to the honsehold exche- 
quer to be freed from the trein of idle ser- 
vants and the troop of noisy guests who were 
4 ds y part of the state of an 
Italian pal in the sixteenth centary. 

The little fellow was not ye in bin 
nursery. A brother and three quickly 
| jomed him. We wonder whether the “ pro- 
paotie eye” of bis mother—the 

julia marked in the 
born that which told of « 
him than for the reat of her 
boy soon showed an 
very bottom of every 
Hie father, who seema to have 
of shrewd sense, encouraged ' 
and told bim never to believe anything before 
he had proved the truth of it bimeelf. It 
was not in the deeper branches of knowledge 
alone that he cucdiiod. Hin father a lute 
almoat asa plaything into the cbilds bands 
and before he was twenty young Gelileo was 
a skilled musician. He acquired also a most 
cultivated taste in painting, and in afterlife 
many « great artist lont an attentive ear to 
hie criticiams At one time, indeed, he al 
most made up bis mind to make ogy hin 
profession, But this was only one of 
spirts off the right road which are generally 
taken by genins before it settles down 
steadily into harnedk. 

Part of Galileo's boyhood was spent in the 
monastery of Vallombrosa, where the monk» 
ewployed much of their time in educating 
the young. There, as be wandered through 
the shadowy hownt , or idet the thick 
rey 1 of the surrounding wooda, he inhaled 
into his whole being that deep reverence for 
the Roman Cathohe Church, which made him 
cag eine a aw eueere 
mother, even when her persecuting hand lay 
heaviest upon him. 

When he was about sevent he entered 
| the University of Pisa, where he remained 
for a few years. It was at this period that 
| bis genius first showed its true bent. Mind. 
| ful of hie monastic training, young Galileo 
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| Cathedral services; but during the sermons 
| of the canons, and the elaborate perform. 
| amoes of the choir, the lad could not hel 
| ng up very often at the lamp whieh 
ung from the Cathedral roof. 1B oem 
| hia eyes got « habit of always fixing . 
| nelves upon it. No doubt the fair maids of 
Pisa, as they knolt around, rosary in hend, 
| were very t even in the midst of 
| their prayers this good-looking yoang 
Galileo should stare at the Cathedral roof in. 
| stead of at their faces. Wut still the youth 
gazed on. The lamp swang gently to and 
fro in the currents of air that through 
the large bailding. That oscillating move- 
| ment Galileo watched antil he had evolved 
out of it an idea for making an instrument 
to count the 


i 
i 
tii 
f: 


| 
i 
i 


f 
7 


thin 


one | 


4 


Hd 
Ht 
tf 


i 
q 
{ 
asf 
(fe 


« 


ihe sig? » 
+4 


Batti 


= 
ti. *, 
Hts 


bsietezi 


; 


i 


EREREEFELL 


ii 
ue 


i 
H 


vise 
HF 
ai, 


Hl 


| 


é 4 

| Polinsene and Vir 

‘ha, a Venetian 
may blame Gali 
the times he 

| seem to have 


i 


if 


4 


| of hin day thought any the worse 

| for neglecting his timate offapring? 
The good heart of Galileo, however, raised 
Lim im this ease above the low moral stand- 


father awoke within him. He took them 
away from their now married mother, around 
| whom new interests were quickly «pringing 
ap, and b forth they b the objects 
of his constant care. 
Cialileo was very far beyond his age in hix 
disbelief in astrology. He did, indeed, 
| sometimes cast the horoscopes of bis friends 
to please them ; but he did it with a mock- 





ing air. 
When Galileo was passing the boundaries 
of middle age the Grand Duke of Tuscany 
made him very bdvantageous offers to come 
and take the of astronomer royal at his 
coart, The Grand Dake was chiefly in- 
duced to do this by his son Cosmo, a pre- 
cocious boy, who was never satiated with 
hearing of the discoveries of Galileo, qd 
| who wanted to have the wonderful man near 
him that he might become his pupil. His 
coaneless energy was already beginning to 
tell upon Galileo both in body and wind 
How could it be otherwise with his long 
night vigils, and the gigantic nature of his 
brain work? He bad attacks of 
avd fita of low spirits, during which « dark 
cloud rested on his great intellect. The 
ined by the Grand Duke was a« 
Freedom 


cepted the offer, and removed with 
to Fi 


r he wae settled there Galileo 

took it into bis head (no doubt in one of the 
ria mentioned ) that 

be much better for his daughters 
never to know anything of the world. He 








The young artificer set at onee to work, 
nor did he stop tall he had given shape to the 
pictare conceived in his mind. His inven- 
tion got spread abruad, and doctors from the 
neighboring cities came to examine it. The 
barrower minds 
| supercilomaly at what 
| ingenious toy, but the f ones spoke | 

words of honest praise, and many of them | 
the iustrument. Thus was the name | 


gea to give lectures, in which be put forth | 

certain new opinions of his own in matheme. | 

ties and science. This was too much for | 

| the Dons of the Pisan University. The mere | 
notion of one of their students having a 
tin his head which they had not drum. 
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therefore took them to a convent of Fran. 
ciscan nans at Arcetri, near Florenes, and 
requested that they might at once make 
there their profession. 

The abbess at first demurred, saying that 
no novice was allowed to take the vows be- 


uleo's daughters nuns 
before they were women. The two little 
girls, Polissena and Vi the eldest of 
whom was only thirteen, their bair cut 
off, were made to repeat certain words which 
did not even derstand, were d d 

in hoods and veils, and then were told that 
they were transformed inte Sister Maria 
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stopped, and Galileo was cited to appear at 
heresy. 


former times. He was, however, cheered 


cions dame in vivacious Florence, triumph- 
antly tabtichacd the P ry 

male tongue over even } and 

by declaring that Galileo 

right, and was now right, and t 





illness | to the end. 
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After that day he was not the Galileo of 
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A new style of hat for gentlemen 
»een invented, which resembles an o; 
beaver, but is lined inside with thin pla 


if aman is attacked 


| in the street at night, 


can either ward off 


or give blows, with this veritable “ crush 


bat, 
S@ The newest pathetic song is 
- un ae Brother's Gaiters,” 
6 ditty, 
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William has caused the revival 
all members of the 


S@ “‘ Welcome and Berry” is the name of 


|}afirmef physicians in a Minnesota town. 


&® A fellow lately started a store in Kan- 


—o ly os 80 great a fool! 
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began a follows : 
my maid came and told 
that old Marvushka wished to come in. 
or perhaps o 


olga, near 
m, and battles of the Tartare 


* This is what I have kept for 


tated. 


bat thrice in your life 


y and aadly at 


moment, and then said, in a 2 he 


my vvjection 


leas by w 


TARTAR'S PROPHECY. 


1 evil 


People on 
4 with him, and on the day of 


“the ctvangest cid csecture you can 
who used tw tell me stories of 





Russians, and o 


I grew older, 


reolin 
live 
n the 
rT had 
oray 
a norse, of course we saw 
fized! 


futare basband when 
uite & romance, upon my 


anc 


about them, she used to hold herself 
and speak im such a way, that you 


ore we left our estate to go and live 
old creature brought in, and asked 


ood while, one morning the very 


+h a it 
id iat 
ee 


asked \era, carnest 


Hat, somehow or other 


earnest, | askex 


in Mt, Petersburg 


knees, and reating her | me 


for the next morning we were on 


‘what a horrid idea 


ht have taken ber for « 





* | wae rather startled 


sued Netalia, ** 


“Good Heavens!” 
and | her manner of saying it 


ur death |" 


her to show me the present, expec 
this magnificent necklace, and said, with 


saying she had a present to give me. 
ou, my beart’s 
urn ; but it is 

voice, ‘The man before 

tremble, he is the man!’ 
** Is there no ehance for m 


ried Vera, half 


“That's just 


answered Natalia, firmly. 


library. 
day be 
a little carving, 
mysteriwus alr, 
te 
that you we 
ye 
ing, 
know m 
She 
“Ite q 


could by amy possibility bring myself to ac- 


| self to be Gabrielle Lattrell, daughter of cept. 


: 


worn the necklace 
can wear it without risk 
had the story you asked for. 


| telling 
| up ™, 
** just like « 
stories of P 


| like it ? 


| half im 





Listen to | 


, though the secret con vulse 


«| had the 


, when | first behold your fature hus’ 


ont | sieges, and f 
against the 


es 





1 « silence, but « Rieting 
, au 
ill ite beatings, 
Presently he said, slowly, and with « de 


liberate emphasis, which gave every word ‘ 


cruel force 


Lattrel!l don't t 


sld, 


which she | guise, Aas 


** There ia | 


Listen pes | 
hear it, amd better for 
ald hear it now, 

difficult tw prove, 


low -led 


bowed her face apou them, suffering 


of mw secret Way 


I know my- 
far as you can then?” 


advanced, an 
her frame. 
. Gray 

ielle, in indig 


jence. A trifling 


cident will sometimes present that link to 
of an irrefragable 


The most momen- 
concerning yoar birth.” 


, the elder sister of 


There was « bright 

, which rendered dim | mig 
vle darkness, boldin 

I am by such ap scci- | © 


orship both. 


As far away a4 that above | for a 


mis for proof om one 


, too, the dictates of my | sorcerers, 
** Believe ! 


voeeded a dozen yarda into 
felt Uolonel Waldron's hand 


and she uttered a shriek. 


ramomniol 


for heaven's sake. 
ran th 
Rokeby 


you sho 

be the off 
ween 

" repeated Gabr 


pains and in « soft, plaintive 


voice, she oe) 


je A. d, he 1 
she murmured, with a firm em- 
to the letter -to the very letter!” 
Then she tarned her face to Fairholme | 


rather abruptly. 


I 


instructions 
te sure | worning previous to 
Aan | 
ber, and think 


horror and «despair. 
for you must 


ore alarmed at each step 


the distant building on 


to 
bet 
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vly 
arin, 
Srfet 
male her heart almost 


uletade 


my lips.’ 


older 
o 
t is that 
There 
- | thrill of 


| abe 
| upon her 


in 
“The worll believes you you believe her; 


| yourself — 
marriage 


| 


of 
Pp | 


up instantly, and saw | 


a cloak, stole with noiseless step inty the 


“Know yourself to be, so 


vall link im the chain of evix 


‘*T will execute 
rm, as your identity 


At the appointed time, 
as fact often depe 


| She had not pre 
| the almost impeouetral 


** Btar, indeed | 
Bhe fell apon her 
entwined fingers upon the win 


me, and aa likely to come within my reach ! 


An he 
phasia, ** 

** Bilence, 
on} 


| Priors. She clasped her hands together and 


soft, sweet breeze from without to sport | 


moistare in her eyes 

with ber trailing tronses as it listed 

black shadows of the arboretam 

her breath as she timidly 

ander the circamstances in which you were 


‘s?” cried Abel, with a | growi 
Gray and Helen Lattrell!" 


compressed them. 
and Helen Amy Vaux 
| Mrs. Alvanley - 
** Believes ! 
nact amazement. 


conscience,” 
was then 
sively, 

piece of evidence 





* You shall see them racing each other | 


bn 
tk 


| 
| 
| 


| remember back, and bave been & 
| returned, with a strange laugh 


She recoiled, swang round, and resumed | nothing in the world sv 


as though articula- ber former 
easy just then. 
the 
angrily 
a are 
pot 


yes 
- | in 
vat | 
is | 
thathad dent pat in p 


bunt 
a sidelong and hazy 


be satisfied 


glory for the | that 
~and pay liberal. | 
k to my natinfac- 
interposed 
maons, horne and 
‘observed Mark, 
any ~ him, 
ra. Rokeby's 
Why--« 
Daisy's li 
m ber the effect of 
Stevens 


rom 


ph. with my Dainy over 


of them. 


et 
=r 
A. from his eyen, 


exclaimed Abel, striking | Yet in secret I may w 


** Tl stake my life on that. 


face was turned towards 


p* 
cried Abel, almost joyour 
bim with an expression of fright and horror 


ie 
, as ; and he would not 
y has purchased Elfrite,” 


do 
between Mark Jarrett and hin a 


—— 
ped 


all ex 


position as swiftly as she had 
‘changed it, but she clutched at the winduw- 


table sharply with frame for support. 


" peaponded Abel, rather shyly, | 


would be queen of 
Mat Stevens? 
or 


sar 
k Jarret 
| 


auueter 
cany working of bi 
Bey | and 
be he! 
stead! 
before he spoke, and | whic 


ph. 
ay from the scene of her 


world, 


pursued Mark, with @ bright gleam in 


yes and a smile on his bi 


Iocan trium 


the proudest 
“Mra. Rokeb 


b seemed to 


a eux 
trust in you.” the instant. 


assertingly. His 


rs 


finch, over the cut, | be aw 
raphing 


good as a wink—tos Daixy, for his mind at the moment was one not secking it. 


a blind boise. An- 


thigh. 
Abel did not observe thia rather exciting | 


He instantly “eam his teeth to ber with 
am 
ve 

iden Gash of lightning, blinding her for 


f over the heather, and coming to grief 
€ 


| like 


He did not penetrate beneath the surface 


of what he heard; bui he was 


,” replied | that 


“Never mind about that,” 


Mark Jarrett, hastily 


** Oh, while I think of it,’ 
as if a thought bad sudden) 


**you know something of 


lance at the Daisy. 
head stad-groom, I think.” 


“IT will pay 
ly, wo--if you 
Tf will do it,” 
the beat plucked ‘unter f this or any other to find what mettle they 
“You ean that,” 
* W 


pretty w 
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in his | upon it. 
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I 
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rand 
Mr 


dined 


it 
ght, if | 
rights | ly. 
my ten stan u 


eight back again--which there he wns right. 


She psid the mone 


| me a fiver for m 


‘s Mivershade, 


fantest 
bright enough to teleg 


of which were, ap- 


Dais 
“4 castes to her. 


, Mra. Rokeby did, guv 
tone. 


f, an’ she's a making ‘er | 


Pal 
| and spun him a mile over the heath.” 


aay in the 


od a ee ever foaled,” rejc 
what you have done. 


rte 


i if 


Tr be displayed any temper during | pleased with the taak. 


peyhennt: once more interposed Mark Jar- | 
— with stern impatience. 
air, 
** Lepped him, sir, 
yoy of enthusiasm, and a 
ean touch,” remarked Mark Jarrett, 
A naroati langh, *‘ You may go. 
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ded Mr. Hoskyn, with a re 
til you have canes to offer which 


was all his hartfulness, sir. 


come, and certainly my loving | him to Fairholme Priors, an’ he thou; 


** Went like a dove out for a flutter, sir 
“Ho the has, Hoskyn's'" exclaimed Mark 


** Bho tried him safe 
it) Well?” 
* Well, yon, ' 


| life ‘appy to think she's got the fastest an’ | 
an’ that I 


he carried the lady's nine stun four to 
be wouldn't be troubled with 
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lone | 


y- 


il—done my behest, | 


aye 


fasten on it to Mr. Hoskyn, quickly. 


Well, at | 
bim in 
was too 


it into the over a fibar gate, a 
q, interest and my influence in 


ve 
a 
dered to put 
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waits 
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oe. He 


r arms and kissed him fon 


af Sey oe Sgt 


ha 
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if % 
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azed, confused, 
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ogame 
you 
ve 
Wil embraced her, for she 
was to take place in his father's pee | 


‘. the dreeded interview wi 
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of any average climber 
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Ht 


our reward ” inquired 
devourfig with his 

uf the beauty 

iteelf ought to be « sufficient 


t 
it 


i 


display your valor, 
VU give my portrait for whieh 
me often enough — & 
the top.” 
my dear,” interrdpted her mother, 
orward, “‘here i« Prince laitri 
who ha» broaght mea letter frow 
anele, and kindly offers us his asnist 
u oar } y woth ward 
Narish my deagbter Natalia 
terned round, and her eyes met 
of the stranger, Whether it was merely 
of & name which she had already 
too often, or whether it was some 
nag of the future fitted acruns 
tm that moment from whatever 
the beauty visibly trembled 
SF ge who atuod before ber 
inapire fear as well as admiration 
sieviteh Narishkin at this time 
the a of bis youth and beanty, and 
the tide of a career of reckless dinsi 
pation which ts still proverbial in Mussa 
was e alim, elegant, ermtooratiodovking man 
of Ave, with the dark, lustrous eyes 
delicate features of the Mouthern 
races, and that perfect propurtion of luml 
whick confers streagth withvat diminiahing 
of form 
frame the aleck, tigertike beauty, an:i 
in his smooth, oval face the lurking ferce 
ness of the Oireassian, which, by the muther« 
aide at least, be had fully inberited 

till in some lonely outpost amid the cde 

of the eastern Caucasus, one way hear 
from the lips of some yray-haired veteran of 
the campaigns of Vorvnteofl or Hariatinesh|, 
how Alesi Nariehkin, Colonel of the th 
Urenadion, broke hie way foremost into the 
hili-fertress of Minad, seize in his arme 
Princess Hela, the favorite daughter of 
Achmet-Obirei Khan, wreached from her 
greap the whieh she had plunged 
inte hie ehualder, bore her of through all 
the barly-burly of the final steuggle, and 
marred ber a month later in the chapel of 
the Rustian Hesidency at Title; aod how 
the two flerce natures, thus strangely brought 
— recognized and loved each wther as 

y euch natures oan, ull they were laid in 
one ve twenty years late: 

Of such ute Dmitet Naerishkin, the 
man who showed himeelf on the face of 
the Redan ander the fire of a hundred and 
sixty Bnglish cannon, and faced at fifteen 
en the pistol of Armand St. Aubin ce la 

frilliere, the deadliest shot in the © Glardes 
& Cheval,” wae the worthy eon, but between 
him and his famous father there was one im 
t difference in hie own mild way, 
Alexi Narishkin had been an honeratde and 
e Christian man, but his son, reared amon, 
French atheists and Kussian profigates an 
evowed infidel, a neteriows duellint, a new 
of the d t dye 4 to have ne object 
im life bat the grat:feoation, at whatever oust, 
of his own headstrong patio «  Detant 
alike of pablic opinion and private regard, he 
wea, nev the darling of Mt. Teter 
burg soctety and Natalia, although she bow 
eae him for the Gret time, had wondered and 
trembled over the wild tales of which he was 
the hero many « time and oft 

* May a stranger preeame to compete for 
the prise offered by mademoiselie! asked 
the prince, bowing courteously, but with « 
lurking aneer in his tone 

“If Monsieur le Prince really thinks it 
worth while & riek hie life in «uch « cause, 
he ie perfectly weloome, replied she, areng 
ing herself by sarcasm for her previous 
emotion 

Nartehkin'’s large Mack eyes shone for a 
moment With an ominous light, significant 
of lurking evil, as the quivering leaves that 
mark the passage of the unseen tiger, but 
pot a word escaped him. With another low 
bow, be turned away, while the young men 
Glamorvesly dupersed, to prepare fer thei 
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“Why did you tremble so, my dear, at 
of that gentioman '" asked Sera, with 
ae arch emile 
Be connection with your old Tartar’s 


Dest talk nomecnss, child,” retorted 
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posure which now failed ber for the fret 
im her life, “it that you alone 

have won my prise; if you think it worth 

var acoeptance, here it is” 

' ** Mine, to dinpose of as I please!” asked 

Nartabk in. 

* Assurediy,” replied the young lady, 
lovking somewhat surprised at this strange 
1pQeation 

“ Then,” cried the prince, all his savage 
Circassian nature flaming in his flerce, black 
eyes as he strode tow the fire, and flung 
the portrait into the heart of the blazing 
logs, ‘thus do I dispose of it! And sw | 
perish every memorial of her who dares to | 
weigh her caprice in the balance with the 
lives of brave mon!” 

“ [le flerce glance challenged 
Bul anewet came ‘here maw 

And before the petrified spectators ovuld 
recover from their stapefaction, Narisbhin, | 
casting a glance of ineffeble scorn around 
him, turned on his heel, and strode vut of 
the room. 

Half an hour later, Vera Soltikoff, steal 
ing up to Netalia’s room, found ber jast re 
ovvered from a passionate buret of tears, 
and gazing with an air of strange oye 
pation on the Tartar necklace, which lay be- 
tore her oa the table 


a reply | 


CHAPTER I 
THE SRCOND Bat. 


It was about two years after the events 
recorded in the last chapter, that, during 
one of wy fying visits to Mt. Petersburg, |, 
an Knglistman, received an invitation to an 
evening conversiaone at the bouse of my old 
aojuaintance, M. Nikolai M , the Meere 
tary for Polish Affaire, at that time in the 
souith of bis politioal renown, and still un 
touched by the eruel disease which afterward 
prostrated him at onoe and forever 

1 readily answered the summons, and at 
the appointed time found myself in a small | 
bat very handsome drawing room, furnished 
in the English style-—« fashion which 
daily getuing groand in Kussia ex@hanging 
wrectings with uny distinguished bust, whose 
xray head and commanding featares were 
conspionons amid a kaot of celebrities at 
the further end of the room —a group that 
would have been a rare prize to any histor 
cal painter, There appeared the brown, 
clome-abaven visage of (heperal Homancoveki, 
freah from bis campaign in Bokhara; the 
dark robes and long fowing hair of the 
Bervian Patriarch, with hin golden crucitis 
glittering on hie breast; and the roand, 
raddy, goud-bamored face of Count Mou: 
raviel Amourski, at that time (Cuversor 
General of Kastern Siberia, concerning 
whien he had a boundless supply of stories 
that were well worth hearing, There, be 
side the alight, elastic frame and firm, sul 
dierly face of General Dmitri M » my 
hosts elder brother, who had recently at- 
tained the rank of Mintater of War, rose the 
towering figure and liontike head of Ivan 
Purgemefl, the Thackeray of Kassia. There 
stood Uy younger Prince Gortechakod, 
whose quiet, pleasant face and half-closed 
eyelids, betraying little outward trace of the 
keenest diaplomatist in Kossia, contrasted 
strangely with the shrivelled visage and 
small, deepeet, glittering eyes of Count 
Herg, the famous Governor of Poland 

Must of the quests were already known to 
me, and, under the able ciceroneship of my 
hostess, whose talent for hittng off character 
was unrivalled, I speedily learned the names 
and conditions of the rest 

Madame M was by birth a Ciroassian, 
anda aplendid apeeimen of the stately and 
imperial poy | of the famous mountain 
race. Still in the bloom of youth- her age 
falling short of her hasband's by eighteen 
years at least and bred in a wild region 
haunted by all the fleree concomitants of | 
gueriiia warfare, she nevertheless held her 
position in suciety with a grace and self 
possession which the most expertenced dime 
du haut ton could pot have surpassed, How 
she ever came to marry euch a thorough 
“Russian of the Russians” as M ware 
problem which no one could sulve, but that 
they were devotedly attached to each other, 
and remarkably agreeable acjuaintances in 
every way, no one had ever attempted to 
deny. 

* This small room and litte gathering will 
seem very poor to you after some of the as 
sou blies you have seen in Hussia,” said she 

we, “but yor must be merciful, We 
poor ministerial folks cannot indulge tn 
great fetes, as the rob merchants and trades 
men do.” 

* At all events,” anewered I, ‘the taste of 
the rfom may atone for ite amallness, the 
celebrity of the guests for their fowness, and 
yoar fur all defects whatsoever.” 

“You are graciously pleased to say so,” 
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mind all memory of Mt. Petersburg. 
** Dm glad you've seen the 
Madawe M 


though | cannot answer fur their believing 
vu, 

“ * 1 did not require the sight of Princess 

Nari-hbia W teach me that,” answered |, with 

a low bow, 

‘Ab, I see that you travellers know bow | 
to flatter,” replied my hpstess, smiling 
** But really the princess is one of our reign 
ing beauties, and bas made quite a furure | 
im society. Did you ever hear the history of | 
her marriage’ It is quite a romance. When 
she and her motber were in Switzerland, two | 
years ago, they fell in witha y of friends | 
in one of those funny little valleys just out of 
the gorge of the Khone , and what must she do | 
bat offer her certe-de-visite an a prize to any 
one who would alimb one of those anscaleable 
peaks which you venturesome English are sw 
fund of Well, of all who tred it only 
Demttet Nariahkin sucoveded ; and when he 
recetved the likeness, the first thing he did 
was to throw it into the fire, and march of 
without even maging gvod-by— just like bim, 
the mad fellow’ Hut they met again in Mt 
Petersburg the winter following; and 
whether it was that he was the only man who 
had ever dared w defy her—whieh gues a 
long way with some women or whether the 
wonderful stories that she had heard of hin, 
and his bravery on the mountain, prepos 
nensod her in bis favor, or whether it was 
mere caprice which you naughty men say 
inthe mainapring of every woman s actions 
at all eveuta, he soon yained an influence 
over her such as neither man bor woman 
had ever held befure; and when the report 
got abroad that they were going to be mar- 
ned, no ope was at all surprised. But it is 
nat a happy marriage. Even on ber wedding 
day she looked nérvous and troubled, giving 
quite a shudder when the crown that i used [ 
according to the ritual of the Greek Chureh | 
was put upon her bead ; and | find thet ashe 
is unacouuntably, | might say almost super 
stitiously, disturbed at the disappearance of 
the pearl necklace which she wore on her 
wedding morning, and which has never 
turned up again 

“if | dare bint such a thing,” I remarked, 
**L would say that she seems afraid of ber 
husband. 

* And well she may be, poor thing !" re- 
tarned Madame, with a sigh. ** His mother, 
you know, was « Circassian, like myself, so 
i naturally take some interest in him; but, 
frankly, he is not aman to be loved, how. | 
ever much one may admire him. There was 
always something cruel lurking, so to speak, 
in the backyroand of bis nature, like a wild 
beast in ambush; and now, that he is mar- 
ried, be has become furiously jealous into the 
bargain. lam afraud the union will end badly. 
I have known her since she was a child, and 
ahe tells me everything ; but now there seems 
to be something on ber mind, which she 
won't tell even to me. Only the other day, 
when we had been talking merrily enangh 
for more than an hour, she stopped short all 
of a sudden, locked fixedly before her, like 
one ina trance, and said, in alow dreamy 
voice, as if thinking aloud, ‘If 1 ever lose 
my husband's love, | shall give all my jew- 
els to the Moscow charities, and retire from 
the world; but it is unlikely that | shall live 
long enough for that.’ 

The last words knelled in my cars with a 
dreary and ominous significance which | 
ovuld neither explain nor resist, All through 
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